The fondest memories of Christmas with family
Dear Liz,
This has certainly been a year of ups and
downs. After moving on from my 20 year
marriage, into a new home, moving a child
into a new school, and essentially just
starting over, it has been more happy than
sad. One of those moments of happiness
came from my new neighbour, Greg. He
was right there, day one, when we were
trying to move in with a kind smile and
helping hand.
During the summer, he even took to
mowing our front lawn. He has never
complained, and anytime I apologise he
insists he should be thanking me since it
gives him more time with this beloved
mower. This man is a gem.
Now comes the dilemma. How do you
give someone a gift who refuses to take
one? He has never taken any offerings,
besides any baked goods, but I really want
to show how much I appreciate his help
and give him a nice gift for Christmas.
What should I get him? And also, how do
I give it to him so that he will take it?
Desperately Gifting
Dear Gifting,
Well, it sounds like you have your
answer already. If Greg cannot deny his
sweet tooth, then fire up the ovens and start
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baking! You might even be able to hide a
gift card in there, too.
Dear Liz,
This year for Christmas my parents have
decided they can no longer make the trip to
our house. The logical side of my brain
understands this, as they are in their 80s
and the hour and a half drive can certainly
be daunting, but my heart is still a little
broken. I will miss not having them over
with us for Christmas Eve, and up in the
morning with the kids for Santa. They are
some of my fondest memories.
It also makes me sad thinking of the two
of them alone on Christmas morning. How
do we compromise so that this Christmas
will still feel like the Christmas we have
always had, while they are also not stressed
out?
Hating Changes

Dear Changes,
I too have always loved the holidays,
not always a fan of the snowstorms, or
road closures, but the time with family is
something I treasure. So, I do understand
how sad it would feel to see that change.
My question is, is it just the drive that has
become too much for them? Because if so,
I’m sure you could find a way to drive
them back and forth, it would certainly
make for long travel days, but well worth
it to have them near for Christmas.
I can’t help but also wonder if they
themselves are looking for a quieter
holiday season. Maybe it’s not just the
drive, but travelling in general that has
become a bit daunting. Perhaps it’s time
for traditions to take on a new life, and you
can visit them sometime during the
holidays and celebrate then. With today’s
technology you could even Facetime them
the morning of Christmas to still have
them be apart of the Santa joy. It’s hard to
see traditions change, especially when
they are beyond your control, but offer
suggestions to your parents so that all of
you can have a happy and safe Christmas.
All the best!
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