Raising a house in a weekend

M

any of the folks that follow this
column were quite amused by the
story about the winter of ‘77.
The small house/cottage where we lived
in Inverhuron was too small for our growing
family. We really liked the location, and
decided to jack up the house adding a lower
floor. I started planning for this to happen
in the spring of 1980.
I needed lots of wooden timbers and
some long beams to support the house
while we jacked it up. At the time there
was a large barn at the corner of Albert St.
and the 2nd of Bruce near the south entrance
into the Bruce Nuclear Power Development.
The barn was not being used and most of
the barn boards had been pilfered to adorn
rec-room walls. I approached the owner,
and he sold me the entire barn for $300.
This barn was held together by wooden
pegs with lots of angle bracing. Truly built
by craftsman of the day. We knocked out
most of the pegs and braces and tied a good
rope near the top. This is where it gets
interesting.
I didn’t have a truck. Just the 1969
Plymouth fury with the solid bumpers
mentioned last month. With a hundred feet
of rope with a steel hook at the end, it could
be hooked to the front bumper. Then I
would take some slack and back up in the
field foot to the floor, and after a number of
pulls, we collapsed the barn.
Now we picked out the best long timbers
to jack up the house. Some of these were
60 feet long and very straight, and not
made in a saw mill. They were squared by
the use of an adze by a true craftsman.
To get each timber to our house about
three km away we would put one end onto
a small utility trailer and tie the trailer
tongue to the beam. I then unbolted and
removed the trunk lid on the car and put the
other end of the 60 foot beam in the trunk
and tied it loosely to allow for going around
two corners on the way home. Worked
perfectly.
The house had a good foundation with
concrete block walls to just a foot or so
above ground level. The crawl floor was
loose shale rocks with just enough room to
get the beams underneath. We knocked out
some of the blocks to allow the beams to be
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dragged into place. Again, this was
accomplished using the car and the same
rope. We would tie a pulley to a tree and
drag the beam into the crawl space with the
car.

The next step was very difficult. We had
to crawl on our bellies, and dig holes under
the beams with our hands to make room for
the jacks. Each hydraulic jack only raised
six inches and would require shimming
what we gained and resetting the jack. This
was a painstaking job because it took many
resets before the house actually started to
lift.
In one weekend we raised the house
about seven feet, all the while Wanda and
her sister-in-law were in the house cooking
for the crew. At the time we had little
money, and did the lift for under $500.
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